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’ve been a serious shooter since
the 1960s. While shooting in
various forms of competition,
carrying a gun for a living, and
training others over a span of over 50
years, I find that every now and then I
am presented with a life lesson that I
have been exposed to previously but
had faded from my consciousness
over time. Some of these could have
had disastrous results if they had
occurred at the wrong time.
Fortunately, the ones I’ll mention
here took place in an environment
where no real harm resulted.
In the first, I was at the local indoor
range working some drills with a new
Glock 19 that had been worked over
for me at Boresight Solutions. This
gun is a real shooter, and I enjoy
shooting it. I had reached a total of
about 2,200 rounds through it when

“
”
the extractor suddenly went bad.
(This is not a reflection on Boresight.
Nothing they did to the gun had
anything to do with extraction.) It
began by tossing the brass back in
my face, something it had not done
previously. After a few more shots, I
started getting a failure to eject
(stovepipe malfunction) every few
shots. After five or six stovepipes, I
took the gun to the range’s gunsmith
for examination. The extractor was
missing a small piece of the claw,
which had broken off. He stuck in a

new extractor and the problem was
fixed.
The problem is, that fix would not
have been available during a fight!
There are a few important lessons
here. First, this reinforces my habit
of having two identical specimens of
any gun I actually carry. In this case,
the gun that broke was my practice
gun. My normal routine is to train
and practice with one of the pair and
carry the other, rarely shooting the
carry gun. Thus, the carry gun does
not accumulate wear and tear and is
less likely to break when I really need
it. Second, a broken extractor in only
2,200 rounds is not normal, but it
did happen. It could just as easily
have happened when I needed the
gun for real. This reinforces my
practice of carrying a BUG. I don’t
carry a back-up gun in case of a need
to reload or a minor malfunction, but
I carry it in case of an actual part
failure, as in this case. If your
primary gun breaks at a bad time,
your back-up gun might be really
important.
Students often say things like, “I
have decided to carry this gun, and
have bought one. What gun should I
buy next?” My answer is to buy
another one just like it, and get into
the habit of training/practicing with
one and carrying its twin.
The next lesson also involved this
Glock 19. The only range close to my
home is a small indoor range. On this
particular range, the longest shot is
10 yards. This is where I had usually
fired this gun before the extractor
failure. I then got a chance to go to a

steel shooting event in the next county,
on an outdoor range. To my surprise,
when I shot it at 25 yards I found that the
point of impact was 3-4 inches below my
point of aim. I went home and fixed this
by installing a shorter front sight. The
lesson: always check your zero at 25
yards. At 10 yards, the difference in point
of aim (POA) and point of impact (POI)
may not be obvious, but at 25 yards it
sure is. Don’t assume because it hits
where you aim at five, seven, or ten
yards that it will be just as accurate at 25
or 30 yards.
The final lesson did not involve me, but it
still made an impression. A group of
police officers were recently at their
range to shoot their semiannual qualification course.
As with many agencies, this
department’s policy is to
shoot the ammo
the officers
had been
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carrying and
issue them fresh
duty ammunition after the
qualification session. This way, they are
never carrying the same ammunition on
duty for more than six months (a really
good practice to emulate). For one
officer, on his very first stage, the round
in his chamber (the one that had been in
his chamber on the street for six months)
was a squib. The bullet was pushed out
of the case and stuck in the chamber. A

simple tap/rack got rid of the empty
case, but the stuck bullet prevented
the next round from chambering.
There is no immediate action fix for
this. The officer had to lock open the
slide, put a brass rod down the barrel
from the front, and use a mallet to
pound out the stuck bullet. Doing this
while under fire would be a bit
problematic. The lesson: again, this is
a prime reason for a BUG. If the only
gun you have is rendered inoperable,
you have an inefficient paperweight
in your hands. If you have a second
gun, you can rock on. This squib
would have been the first round this
officer attempted to fire if he needed
that gun to save his life on duty.
At present, we have the finest guns
and ammunition that have ever
existed. Always remember, though,
that the guns are mechanical
devices, built by people. Mechanical
devices wear, and they break. Tens of
millions of rounds of ammunition are
made in this country every single day.
Some will not be up to specifications.
One of those out-of-spec rounds may
be in the chamber of your carry
blaster. Be prepared to deal with
these issues if they arise. g
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Again, it’s matter of context.
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Do you know who said the quote below?
Be the first to post the answer on Tom’s newsletter thread
on the Rangemaster Facebook page, and this month’s
crown of awesomeness will be all yours!

Who said it?
“To disarm the people
is the best and
most effectual way
to enslave them.”

A.
B.
C.
D.

George Mason
John Browning
Thomas Jefferson
Martin Luther King

