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W H�WU\�WR�NHHS�WKH�7DFWLFDO�&RQIHUHQFH�FHQWUDOO\�ORFDWHG�
LQ�WKH�86��VR�DV�PDQ\�

SUDFWLWLRQHUV�DV�SRVVLEOH�PD\�DWWHQG��
7KDW¶V�ZK\�LW�LV�XVXDOO\�LQ�0HPSKLV��
/LWWOH�5RFN��RU�DQRWKHU�FHQWUDO�
ORFDWLRQ��7KHUH�DUH�D�QXPEHU�RI�
FRPPLWWHG�VWXGHQWV�RI�7KH�$UW�LQ�WKH�
3DFLILF�1RUWKZHVW��ZKLFK�LV�VWLOO�D�
YHU\�ORQJ�ZD\�IURP�7HQQHVVHH�RU�
$UNDQVDV��7R�DFFRPPRGDWH�WKHP��ZH�
ZLOO�EH�KROGLQJ�D�UHJLRQDO�FRQIHUHQFH�
DW�7KH�)LUHDUPV�$FDGHP\�RI�
6HDWWOH �)$6��LQ�-XO\�������)$6�LV�
ORFDWHG�EHWZHHQ�6HDWWOH��:DVKLQJWRQ�
DQG�3RUWODQG��2UHJRQ��DQG�LV�D�YHU\�
QLFH�WUDLQLQJ�IDFLOLW\�ZLWK�QXPHURXV�
UDQJHV�DQG�D�PRGHUQ�FODVVURRP� 

7KH�GDWHV�DUH�-XO\���-����������
)ULGD\�WKURXJK�6XQGD\��7KLV�ZLOO�EH�
D�VPDOOHU�HYHQW�WKDQ�WKH�QDWLRQDO�
FRQIHUHQFH��ZLWK�DERXW�����DWWHQGHHV��
:H�KDYH�DQ�LPSUHVVLYH�DUUD\�RI�
FODVVHV��LQFOXGLQJ�OLYH�ILUH�ZLWK�
KDQGJXQ��VKRWJXQ��DQG�FDUELQH��
FODVVURRP�LQVWUXFWLRQ�RQ�D�YDULHW\�RI�
WRSLFV��DQG�KDQGV-RQ�WUDLQLQJ�LQ�
HPSW\�KDQGV�VNLOOV�DQG�LPPHGLDWH�
WUDXPD�FDUH��7UDLQHUV�IRU�WKLV�WKUHH-
GD\�HYHQW�LQFOXGH�7RP�	�/\QQ�
*LYHQV��0DVVDG�$\RRE��0DUW\�
+D\HV��-RKQ�+ROVFKHQ��/HH�:HHPV��
-RKQ�+HDUQH��-RKQ�0XUSK\��*DEH�
:KLWH��DQG�PDQ\�PRUH�� 

7KH�WUDLQHUV�ZLOO�SUHVHQW�WZR-KRXU�
DQG�IRXU-KRXU�EORFNV�RI�LQVWUXFWLRQ�LQ�
WKHLU�DUHDV�RI�H[SHUWLVH��<RX�PD\�
DWWHQG�ZKLFKHYHU�EORFNV�\RX�FKRRVH�
DQG�DV�PDQ\�EORFNV�DV�WLPH�DOORZV�

RYHU�WKH�ZHHNHQG��7KHUH�ZLOO�DOVR�EH�D�
GHIHQVLYH�SLVWRO�PDWFK�UXQQLQJ�
FRQFXUUHQWO\�ZLWK�WKH�WUDLQLQJ�VHVVLRQV�� 

$WWHQGDQFH�LV�RSHQ�WR�DGXOWV�ZKR�
EHOLHYH�FRPSHWHQW�WUDLQLQJ�LV�LPSRUWDQW�
DQG�ZKR�ZLVK�WR�DGYDQFH�WKHLU�
NQRZOHGJH�RI�WKH�GHIHQVLYH�DUWV��

$GYDQFH�UHJLVWUDWLRQ�LV�UHTXLUHG��:H�
H[SHFW�WKLV�HYHQW�WR�VHOO�RXW�ZHOO�LQ�
DGYDQFH��ZH¶UH�DOUHDG\�KDOI�IXOO���
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E\�7RP�*LYHQV 

:KHQ�VHWWLQJ�XS�RXU�RZQ�WUDLQLQJ�DQG�
SUDFWLFH�SURJUDP��ZH�DUH�DOO�IDFHG�
ZLWK�WU\LQJ�WR�GHWHUPLQH�KRZ�WR�
SULRULWL]H�WKH�YDULRXV�VNLOOV�ZH�FRXOG�
ZRUN�WR�LPSURYH��:KLFK�VNLOOV�VKRXOG�
KDYH�SULRULW\"�:KLFK�VNLOOV�DUH�PRUH�
VHFRQGDU\"�,W�LV�P\�EHOLHI�WKDW�ZKHQ�
PDQ\�VKRRWHUV�DQG�D�ORW�RI�WUDLQHUV�
ORRN�DW�WKLV�LVVXH��WKH\�WHQG�WR�EH�
JXLGHG�E\�WKH�ZURQJ�LQIRUPDWLRQ� 

,Q�WKLV�FRXQWU\��ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�
RIILFHUV�DUH�LQYROYHG�LQ�ORWV�RI�
VKRRWLQJ�LQFLGHQWV�WKDW�DUH�ZHOO�
GRFXPHQWHG��7KH�)%,�KDV�EHHQ�
JDWKHULQJ�DQG�FROODWLQJ�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�
WKHVH�LQFLGHQWV�VLQFH�WKH�����V��DQG�
HDFK�\HDU�WKH\�SXW�RXW�D�UHSRUW�
UHIHUUHG�WR�DV�/(2.$��7KDW�LV�WKH�
/DZ�(QIRUFHPHQW�2IILFHUV�.LOOHG�DQG�
$VVDXOWHG�UHSRUW��(DFK�\HDU�LQ�WKH�86��

VRPHZKHUH�EHWZHHQ����DQG�����
SROLFH�RIILFHUV�DUH�NLOOHG�IHORQLRXVO\�
LQ�WKH�OLQH�RI�GXW\��7KH�/(2.$�UHSRUW�
KDV�D�EULHI�VXPPDU\�RI�HDFK�LQFLGHQW�
LQ�ZKLFK�D�SROLFH�RIILFHU�ZDV�NLOOHG�LQ�
WKH�SUHYLRXV�\HDU��)RU�PDQ\��WKLV�
VHUYHV�DV�WKH�EDVLV�IRU�VHWWLQJ�XS�WKHLU�
ILUHDUPV�WUDLQLQJ�SURJUDP� 

,�KDYH�D�FRXSOH�RI�SUREOHPV�ZLWK�WKLV�
DSSURDFK��)LUVW��ZH
UH�VWXG\LQJ�WKH�
RIILFHUV�ZKR��WR�SXW�LW�EOXQWO\��ORVW�WKH�
ILJKW��6HFRQG��WKH�YDVW�PDMRULW\�RI�
WKHVH�RIILFHUV�ZHUH�ZRUNLQJ�XQLIRUP�
SDWURO��7KH�GXWLHV�RI�D�XQLIRUPHG�
SROLFH�SDWURO�RIILFHU�OHDG�WKHP�WR�EH�
LQYROYHG�LQ�PDQ\��PDQ\�GDQJHURXV�
LQFLGHQWV�WKDW�IUDQNO\�KDYH�QRWKLQJ�WR�
GR�ZLWK�WKH�OLIH�RI�WKH�W\SLFDO�SULYDWH�

FLWL]HQ��7KH�PDMRULW\�RI�VKRRWLQJV�
LQYROYLQJ�SROLFH�SDWURO�SHUVRQQHO�
JHQHUDOO\�IDOO�LQWR�RQH�RI�WKUHH�
FDWHJRULHV��7KH�ILUVW�LV�WUDIILF�VWRSV��
2IWHQ�DQ�RIILFHU�VWRSSHG�WKH�FDU�IRU�D�
PLQRU�WUDIILF�YLRODWLRQ�ZLWKRXW�
NQRZLQJ�WKH�RFFXSDQW�LV�D�GDQJHURXV�
DQG�ZDQWHG�IHORQ��7KH�VHFRQG�JHQHUDO�
DUHD�LV�EDU�HQIRUFHPHQW��2IILFHUV�JR�
LQWR�VHHG\�EDUV�WR�HQIRUFH�OLTXRU�ODZV��
GUXJ�ODZV��JDPEOLQJ�ODZV��DQG�
SURVWLWXWLRQ�ODZV��WR�EUHDN�XS�ILJKWV��
DQG�WR�ORRN�IRU�SDUROH�YLRODWRUV��7KH�
WKLUG�GDQJHURXV�DUHD�FRQVLVWV�RI�
UHVSRQGLQJ�WR�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�FDOOV��

7KH�FRSV�JR�LQWR�WKH�WUDLOHUV��
DSDUWPHQWV��DQG�KRXVHV�RI�SHRSOH�ZKR�
DUH�DOUHDG\�GUXQN�DQG�ILJKWLQJ��$V�\RX�
FDQ�VHH��WKHVH�WKUHH�W\SHV�RI�DFWLYLW\�
FDUU\�VLJQLILFDQW�ULVN�RI�EHLQJ�
LQYROYHG�LQ�YLROHQFH��+RZHYHU��WKH\�
KDYH�QR�FURVVRYHU�WR�WKH�W\SLFDO�
SULYDWH�FLWL]HQ� 

7KH�SUREOHP�LV��WKLV�LV�DERXW�WKH�RQO\�
SODFH�PRVW�SHRSOH�NQRZ�WR�ORRN�IRU�
LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�JXQILJKWV��$OWKRXJK�
WKH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�LV�QRW�WHUULEO\�UHOHYDQW�
WR�WKH�ODZ-DELGLQJ�FLWL]HQ��LW
V�DOO�WKH\�
KDYH�DFFHVV�WR��,�KDYH�GRQH�D�ORW�RI�
UHVHDUFK�RYHU�WKH�SDVW�VHYHUDO�\HDUV�
WU\LQJ�WR�ILQG�RXW�H[DFWO\�ZKDW�LV�
FRPPRQO\�LQYROYHG�LQ�SULYDWH�FLWL]HQ�
VHOI-GHIHQVH�LQFLGHQWV��DQG�,�KDYH�

IRXQG�D�QXPEHU�RI�UHFXUULQJ�WKHPHV��,�
SUHIHU�WR�VWUXFWXUH�P\�SHUVRQDO�
SUDFWLFH�DQG�ZKDW�,�WHDFK�WR�SULYDWH�
FLWL]HQV�RQ�WKHVH�LVVXHV�WKDW�,�VHH�
FRPLQJ�XS�RYHU�DQG�RYHU�DJDLQ�LQ�
SULYDWH�FLWL]HQ�VHOI-GHIHQVH�VKRRWLQJV� 

%HIRUH�JHWWLQJ�LQWR�P\�RZQ�VWXGHQWV
�
H[SHULHQFHV��,
G�OLNH�WR�WRXFK�RQ�WZR�
ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�DJHQFLHV�ZKRVH�
H[SHULHQFHV�SUHWW\�PXFK�PLUURU�WKRVH�
RI�WKH�SULYDWH�FLWL]HQ��7KH�ILUVW�LV�WKH�
)%,��7KH�)%,
V�VSHFLDO�DJHQWV�DUH�
UHTXLUHG�E\�SROLF\�WR�NHHS�WKHLU�
ZHDSRQV�FRQFHDOHG�ZKHQ�WKH\
UH�LQ�

EXVLQHVV�FORWKLQJ�DQG�RXWVLGH�RI�WKHLU�
RIILFH��7KXV��ZKHQ�RXW�LQ�SXEOLF�WKH\�
DUH�GUHVVHG�OLNH�SULYDWH�FLWL]HQV�DQG�
FDUU\�FRQFHDOHG�KDQGJXQV��)%,�DJHQWV�
GR�QRW�PDNH�WUDIILF�VWRSV��WKH\�GRQ
W�
GR�EDU�HQIRUFHPHQW��DQG�WKH\�GRQ
W�
DQVZHU�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH�FDOOV��,W�
VXUSULVHV�ORW�RI�SHRSOH�WR�ILQG�RXW�WKDW�
DURXQG�KDOI�RI�DOO�)%,�DJHQW�LQYROYHG�
VKRRWLQJV�RFFXU�EHFDXVH�an attacker�
GRHV�QRW�UHDOL]H�WKH\�DUH�ODZ�
HQIRUFHPHQW�DQG�WULHV�WR�KROG�WKHP�XS�
RU�FDUMDFN�WKHP��7KHUHIRUH��WKHLU�
LQFLGHQWV�FORVHO\�UHIOHFW�WKRVH�RI�WKH�
SULYDWH�FLWL]HQ�FDUU\LQJ�D�FRQFHDOHG�
KDQGJXQ��)URP������WR�������)%,�
DJHQWV�ZHUH�LQYROYHG�LQ�DQ�DYHUDJH�RI�
���WR����VKRRWLQJV�SHU�\HDU��+HUH�LV�
KRZ�WKH�GDWD�IURP�WKRVH�VKRRWLQJV�
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EURNH�GRZQ������RFFXUUHG�DW�D�GLVWDQFH�RI���WR�
���IHHW��DQG�WKH�DYHUDJH�QXPEHU�URXQGV�ILUHG�
ZDV������<RX�ZLOO�QRWLFH�D�VWULNLQJ�VLPLODULW\�
EHWZHHQ�WKHVH�ILJXUHV�DQG�WKRVH�LQYROYLQJ�P\�
SULYDWH�FLWL]HQ�VWXGHQWV� 

7KH�'UXJ�(QIRUFHPHQW�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ
V�DJHQWV�
DOVR�JHW�LQWR�D�ORW�RI�SODLQ�FORWKHV�VKRRWLQJV�
EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�QDWXUH�RI�XQGHUFRYHU�QDUFRWLFV�
ZRUN��,Q�������WKH�'($�KDG����GHIHQVLYH�
VKRRWLQJV��7KH�DYHUDJH�GLVWDQFH�LQYROYHG�ZDV�
�����IHHW��DQG�WKH�DYHUDJH�QXPEHU�RI�VKRWV�ILUHG�
ZDV�ILYH� 

2YHU�WKH�SDVW����RU�VR�\HDUV�����QRQ-PLOLWDU\�
VWXGHQWV�RI�PLQH��WKDW�,�NQRZ�DERXW��KDYH�EHHQ�
LQYROYHG�LQ�GHIHQVLYH�JXQSOD\�DJDLQVW�FULPLQDOV��
7KHVH�DUH�WKH�RQHV�WKDW�,�NQRZ�RI��ZKR�KDYH�
UHSRUWHG�EDFN�WR�WKH�VFKRRO�RU�WKDW�,�OHDUQHG�RI�
WKURXJK�ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�FRQWDFWV��2I�WKRVH����
LQFLGHQWV��WKH�UHFRUG�LV����ZLQV��]HUR�ORVVHV��
WKUHH�IRUIHLWV��2I�WKH����VWXGHQWV�ZKR�ZHUH�
DUPHG�DW�WKH�WLPH�RI�WKHLU�HQFRXQWHU��DOO�RI�WKHP��
ZRQ��DQG�RQO\�WKUHH�ZHUH�LQMXUHG��:H�KDYH��
XQIRUWXQDWHO\��KDG�WKUHH�VWXGHQWV�WKDW�,�NQRZ�RI�
ZKR�ORVW�WKHLU�HQFRXQWHU�DQG�GLHG��$OO�WKUHH�ZHUH�
NLOOHG�LQ�VHSDUDWH�VWUHHW�UREEHULHV��DQG�DOO�WKUHH�
ZHUH�XQDUPHG�DW�WKH�WLPH�RI�WKH�LQFLGHQW��KHQFH�
WKH�WHUP��IRUIHLW����,W
V�KDUG�WR�ZLQ�D�JXQILJKW�LI�
\RX�GLGQ'W�EULQJ�\RXU�JXQ��6LQFH����RXW�RI����
VWXGHQWV�ZKR�ZHUH�DUPHG�ZRQ�WKHLU�ILJKWV��ZH�
PXVW�EH�GRLQJ�VRPHWKLQJ�ULJKW��6R��OHW
V�ORRN�DW�
VRPH�RI�WKH�FLUFXPVWDQFHV�DQG�FRQGLWLRQV�
LQYROYLQJ�WKRVH�ILJKWV��VHH�KRZ�WKH\�FRPSDUH�WR�
WKH�)%,�DQG�'($�H[SHULHQFH��DQG�VHH�LI�WKLV�
LQIRUPDWLRQ�FDQ�KHOS�XV�VWUXFWXUH�RXU�WUDLQLQJ�
SURJUDPV�FRUUHFWO\�� 

)LUVW��WKH�VLQJOH�PRVW�FRPPRQ�W\SH�RI�FULPH�
UHVXOWLQJ�LQ�GHIHQVLYH�JXQ�XVH�VHHPV�WR�EH�VRPH�
IRUP�RI�DUPHG�UREEHU\��:KHWKHU�VRPHRQH�LV�
UREELQJ�\RXU�EXVLQHVV��VWLFNLQJ�\RX�XS�RQ�WKH�
SDUNLQJ�ORW��WU\LQJ�WR�WDNH�\RXU�FDU�DW�JXQSRLQW��
RU�LW
V�DQ�DUPHG�KRPH�LQYDVLRQ�WKHVH�DUH�DOO�
VLPSO\�YDULDWLRQV�RI�DUPHG�UREEHU\��7KHUH�DUH�
ORWV�RI�FRPPRQ�PLVFRQFHSWLRQV�DERXW�DUPHG�
UREEHU\��)RU�RQH�WKLQJ��DUPHG�UREEHULHV�GR�QRW�
QRUPDOO\�start�DW�DUP
V�OHQJWK��7KH�ZKROH�
SXUSRVH�RI�WKH�UREEHU
V�JXQ�RU�NQLIH�LV�WR�
WHUURUL]H�WKH�YLFWLP�LQWR�FRPSOLDQFH�IURP�D�VDIH�
GLVWDQFH��2QFH�WKH�YLFWLP�LV�FRPSOLDQW��WKH�
UREEHU�PRYHV�LQ�WR�WDNH�WKH�ZDOOHW��SXUVH��FDU�
NH\V��EDQN�EDJ��RU�ZKDWHYHU�KH
V�DIWHU��,Q�RXU�
FRQWH[W��FRQIURQWDWLRQDO�GLVWDQFHV�DUH�WKH�VDPH�DV�
FRQYHUVDWLRQDO�GLVWDQFHV��,Q�RXU�FXOWXUH��ZH�
VSHDN�WR�SHRSOH��HVSHFLDOO\�VWUDQJHUV��IURP�WZR�
RU�WKUHH�VWHSV�DZD\�LQLWLDOO\��$UPHG�UREEHULHV�
RIWHQ�EHJLQ�DW�VLPLODU�GLVWDQFHV� 
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$QRWKHU�FRPPRQ�PLVFRQFHSWLRQ�LV�
WKDW�EDG�JX\V�EHDP�GRZQ�IURP�WKH�
0RWKHUVKLS�DQG�VXGGHQO\�DSSHDU�QH[W�
WR�\RX��2I�FRXUVH��WKLV�LV�QRQVHQVH��
$Q�DZIXO�ORW�RI�YLFWLPV�ZLOO�WU\�
HDUQHVWO\�WR�FRQYLQFH�\RX�RI�WKLV��
�-HH]��LW�DOO�KDSSHQHG�VR�IDVW��+H�
PDWHULDOL]HG�ULJKW�QH[W�WR�PH��,�QHYHU�
VDZ�KLP���,�ZLVK�,�KDG�D�KXQGUHG�
GROODUV�IRU�HYHU\�WLPH�,
YH�KHDUG�WKDW�
H[DFW�TXRWH�IURP�D�VXUYLYLQJ�YLROHQW�
FULPH�YLFWLP��:KDW�WKH\�DUH�
DGPLWWLQJ�LV�WKDW�WKH\�ZHUH�ZDONLQJ�
DORQJ�ZLWK�WKHLU�KHDG�FRPSOHWHO\�XS�
WKHLU�EXWW��WRWDOO\�XQDZDUH�RI�WKHLU�
VXUURXQGLQJV��DQG�REOLYLRXV�WR�WKH�
SHRSOH�DQG�DFWLYLWLHV�DURXQG�WKHP��
7KH\�ZHUH�ZDONLQJ�WKURXJK�WKH�
SDUNLQJ�ORW�WH[WLQJ�RU�\DNNLQJ�RQ�D�
FHOO�SKRQH�RU�ZHUH�RWKHUZLVH�
GLVWUDFWHG�DQG�SUHRFFXSLHG�DQG�
FRPSOHWHO\�IDLOHG�WR�VHH�REYLRXV�
ZDUQLQJ�VLJQV�DOO�DURXQG�WKHP��:H�
VWUHVV�WKLV�WR�RXU�VWXGHQWV�DQG�
HQFRXUDJH�WKHP�WR�JHW�WKHLU�KHDG�XS��
RSHQ�WKHLU�H\HV��DQG�SD\�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�
WKHLU�HQYLURQPHQW��7KLV�LV�WKH�NH\�WR�
GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�SUREOHP�EHIRUH�LW�LV�
ULJKW�RQ�WRS�RI�\RX��$V�WKH�ROG�
SURYHUE�JRHV��³7R�WKH�EOLQG��DOO�
WKLQJV�DUH�VXGGHQ�´ 

:LWK�WKDW�EDFNJURXQG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�LQ�
PLQG��OHW
V�ORRN�DW�WKH�����LQFLGHQWV�
LQYROYLQJ�RXU�VWXGHQWV��)LUVW�OHW
V�ORRN�
DW�WKH�GLVWDQFHV�LQYROYHG��2QO\�WZR�
LQFLGHQWV�RFFXUUHG�DW�FRQWDFW�
GLVWDQFH��,Q�RQH�RI�WKRVH�FDVHV��

SK\VLFDO�FRQWDFW�EHWZHHQ�WKH�DWWDFNHU�
DQG�WKH�GHIHQGHU�ZDV�GHOLEHUDWH��,Q�
WKH�RWKHU��WKDW�FRQWDFW�ZDV�SXUHO\�
DFFLGHQWDO��7KLV�JRHV�EDFN�WR�ZKDW�,�
VDLG�DERXW�LQLWLDWLQJ�FRQYHUVDWLRQV�
IURP�RXWVLGH�RI�FRQWDFW�GLVWDQFH�DQG�
RI�WKH�DGYDQWDJH�RI�EHLQJ�DZDUH�RI�
\RXU�VXUURXQGLQJV�DQG�EHLQJ�DEOH�WR�
FKDOOHQJH�VRPHRQH�EHIRUH�WKH\�DUH�
ZLWKLQ�DUP
V�UHDFK�� 

'LVWDQFHV�EH\RQG�VHYHQ�\DUGV�ZHUH�
RQO\�LQYROYHG�LQ������RI�WKH�
LQFLGHQWV��.HHS�LQ�PLQG��WKRXJK��WKDW�

I 
’ve been a serious shooter since 
the 1960s. While shooting in 
various forms of competition, 

carrying a gun for a living, and 
training others over a span of over 50 
years, I find that every now and then I 
am presented with a life lesson that I 
have been exposed to previously but 
had faded from my consciousness 
over time. Some of these could have 
had disastrous results if they had 
occurred at the wrong time. 
Fortunately, the ones I’ll mention 
here took place in an environment 
where no real harm resulted. 

In the first, I was at the local indoor 
range working some drills with a new 
Glock 19 that had been worked over 
for me at Boresight Solutions. This 
gun is a real shooter, and I enjoy 
shooting it. I had reached a total of 
about 2,200 rounds through it when 

the extractor suddenly went bad. 
(This is not a reflection on Boresight. 
Nothing they did to the gun had 
anything to do with extraction.) It 
began by tossing the brass back in 
my face, something it had not done 
previously. After a few more shots, I 
started getting a failure to eject 
(stovepipe malfunction) every few 
shots. After five or six stovepipes, I 
took the gun to the range’s gunsmith 
for examination. The extractor was 
missing a small piece of the claw, 
which had broken off. He stuck in a 

new extractor and the problem was 
fixed.  

The problem is, that fix would not 
have been available during a fight! 
There are a few important lessons 
here. First, this reinforces my habit 
of having two identical specimens of 
any gun I actually carry. In this case, 
the gun that broke was my practice 
gun. My normal routine is to train 
and practice with one of the pair and 
carry the other, rarely shooting the 
carry gun. Thus, the carry gun does 
not accumulate wear and tear and is 
less likely to break when I really need 
it. Second, a broken extractor in only 
2,200 rounds is not normal, but it 
did happen. It could just as easily 
have happened when I needed the 
gun for real. This reinforces my 
practice of carrying a BUG. I don’t 
carry a back-up gun in case of a need 
to reload or a minor malfunction, but 
I carry it in case of an actual part 
failure, as in this case. If your 
primary gun breaks at a bad time, 
your back-up gun might be really 
important. 

Students often say things like, “I 
have decided to carry this gun, and 
have bought one. What gun should I 
buy next?” My answer is to buy 
another one just like it, and get into 
the habit of training/practicing with 
one and carrying its twin. 

The next lesson also involved this 
Glock 19. The only range close to my 
home is a small indoor range. On this 
particular range, the longest shot is 
10 yards. This is where I had usually 
fired this gun before the extractor 
failure. I then got a chance to go to a 
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steel shooting event in the next county, 
on an outdoor range. To my surprise, 
when I shot it at 25 yards I found that the 
point of impact was 3-4 inches below my 
point of aim. I went home and fixed this 
by installing a shorter front sight. The 
lesson: always check your zero at 25 
yards. At 10 yards, the difference in point 
of aim (POA) and point of impact (POI) 
may not be obvious, but at 25 yards it 
sure is. Don’t assume because it hits 
where you aim at five, seven, or ten 
yards that it will be just as accurate at 25 
or 30 yards. 

The final lesson did not involve me, but it 
still made an impression. A group of 
police officers were recently at their 

range to shoot their semi-
annual qualification course. 
As with many agencies, this 

department’s policy is to 
shoot the ammo 

the officers 
had been 

carrying and 
issue them fresh 

duty ammunition after the 
qualification session. This way, they are 
never carrying the same ammunition on 
duty for more than six months (a really 
good practice to emulate). For one 
officer, on his very first stage, the round 
in his chamber (the one that had been in 
his chamber on the street for six months) 
was a squib. The bullet was pushed out 
of the case and stuck in the chamber. A 

simple tap/rack got rid of the empty 
case, but the stuck bullet prevented 
the next round from chambering. 
There is no immediate action fix for 
this. The officer had to lock open the 
slide, put a brass rod down the barrel 
from the front, and use a mallet to 
pound out the stuck bullet. Doing this 
while under fire would be a bit 
problematic. The lesson: again, this is 
a prime reason for a BUG. If the only 
gun you have is rendered inoperable, 
you have an inefficient paperweight 
in your hands. If you have a second 
gun, you can rock on. This squib 
would have been the first round this 
officer attempted to fire if he needed 
that gun to save his life on duty.  

At present, we have the finest guns 
and ammunition that have ever 
existed. Always remember, though, 
that the guns are mechanical 
devices, built by people. Mechanical 
devices wear, and they break. Tens of 
millions of rounds of ammunition are 
made in this country every single day. 
Some will not be up to specifications. 
One of those out-of-spec rounds may 
be in the chamber of your carry 
blaster. Be prepared to deal with 
these issues if they arise. g 

WKDW
V�DERXW�RQH�LQFLGHQW�LQ�HYHU\�����
:H�KDYH�KDG�SULYDWH�FLWL]HQ�VWXGHQWV�
IRUFHG�WR�ILUH�LQ�GHIHQVH�RI�WKHPVHOYHV�
RU�D�IDPLO\�PHPEHU�DW�GLVWDQFHV�RI�����
����DQG����\DUGV��7KXV��RXU�SUDFWLFH�
UHJLPHQ�VKRXOG�LQFOXGH�VRPH�VKRRWLQJ�
EH\RQG�VHYHQ�\DUGV��$V�,�ZDV�
GHEULHILQJ�WKH�VWXGHQW�LQYROYHG�LQ�WKH�
VKRRWLQJ�DW����\DUGV��KH�VDLG�WR�PH��
�<RX�NQRZ��ZKHQ�,�KDG�WR�KLW�WKDW�JX\�
DOO�WKH�ZD\�DFURVV�WKH�VWUHHW�LW�QHYHU�
RFFXUUHG�WR�PH�WKDW�,�ZDV�D�VWDWLVWLFDO�
H[FHSWLRQ��,�MXVW�KDG�WR�GHDO�ZLWK�LW���
7UXHU�ZRUGV�ZHUH�QHYHU�VSRNHQ��<RX�
PD\�EH�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�IDFHG�ZLWK�WKDW�
VRPHZKDW�UDUH�
ORQJHU�GLVWDQFH�
VKRW��VR�\RX�
VKRXOG�EH�
SUHSDUHG�
IRU�
LW� 

7KH�UHVW�
RI�WKH�
VKRRWLQJV��������RI�
WKHP��RFFXUUHG�DW�EHWZHHQ�WKUHH�\DUGV�
DQG�VHYHQ�\DUGV��ZLWK�RYHU�����
RFFXUULQJ�EHWZHHQ�WKUHH�DQG�ILYH�
\DUGV��7KH�W\SLFDO�$PHULFDQ�VHGDQ�LV�
���IHHW�ORQJ��VR�RQH�FDU�OHQJWK�LV�DERXW�
ILYH�\DUGV��,W�ZRXOG�EH�VDIH�WR�VD\�WKHQ�
WKDW�WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�SULYDWH�FLWL]HQ�VHOI-
GHIHQVH�VKRRWLQJV�RFFXU�EHWZHHQ�D�
FRXSOH�RI�VWHSV�DZD\�DQG�WKH�OHQJWK�RI�
D�W\SLFDO�FDU��%DVHG�RQ�WKDW��ZH�GR�WKH�
PDMRULW\�RI�RXU�WUDLQLQJ�DQG�SUDFWLFH�LQ�
WKDW�three-�WR�five-\DUG�UDQJH� 

2XU�VKRRWLQJ�LQFLGHQWV�W\SLFDOO\�
LQYROYH�D�VPDOO�QXPEHU�RI�VKRWV��WKUHH�
RU�IRXU�URXQGV���+RZHYHU��ZH�KDYH�KDG�
D�IHZ�VKRRWLQJV�WKDW�UHTXLUHG�PRUH�
URXQGV��,�FDQ�UHFDOO�VWXGHQWV¶�VKRRWLQJV�
LQYROYLQJ�HLJKW������DQG����URXQGV��
1RQH�RI�RXU�VWXGHQWV�KDYH�KDG�WR�
UHORDG�GXULQJ�D�ILJKW��DOWKRXJK�,�FDQ�
WKLQN�RI�WKUHH�ZKR�ZHQW�WR�VOLGH�ORFN��
)RUWXQDWHO\��QR�IXUWKHU�ILULQJ�ZDV�
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GLIIHUHQW�WKDQ�D�robber�DSSURDFKLQJ�a 
private citizen�RQ�D�OLJKWHG�SDUNLQJ�ORW�
DW�QLJKW� Again, it’s matter of context. 

7R�VXPPDUL]H��RXU�VWXGHQWV
�
H[SHULHQFHV�DQG�WKRVH�RI�WKH�)%,�DQG�
'($�are�VLPLODU��The sKRRWLQJV�
LQYROYH�D�GHIHQGHU�LQ�FLYLOLDQ�FORWKLQJ�
ZLWK�D�FRQFHDOHG�KDQGJXQ��Most�RI�WKH�
)%,
V�VKRRWLQJV�RFFXUUHG�DW�VL[�WR�WHQ�
IHHW��WKH�'($�DYHUDJHV������IHHW��DQG�
WKH�YDVW�PDMRULW\�RI�Rangemaster 
alums' encounters�ZHUH�DW�nine to 15 
feet (three to five yards)��7\SLFDOO\��
WKH�QXPEHU�RI�VKRWV�ILUHG�LV�IDLUO\�ORZ��
EXW�WKHUH�DUH�numerous�H[FHSWLRQV��
6KRRWLQJV�DW����WR����\DUGV�RFFXU�IDU�
OHVV�IUHTXHQWO\�EXW�RIWHQ�HQRXJK�WR�EH�
RI�FRQFHUQ��:LWK�WKLV�LQ�PLQG��,�
EHOLHYH�WKDW�SULYDWH�FLWL]HQV�VKRXOG�
SULRULWL]H�WKH�IROORZLQJ�VNLOOV������WKH�
GUDZ������FORVH-UDQJH�TXLFN�
DFFXUDF\������PLG-UDQJH�DFFXUDF\��
����UHORDGLQJ��DQG�����PRYHPHQW� 

2WKHU�VNLOOV�VXFK�DV�PDOIXQFWLRQ�
UHPHGLHV��DOWHUQDWH�VKRRWLQJ�SRVLWLRQV�
�NQHHOLQJ��HWF����WKH�XVH�RI�FRYHU��DQG�
IODVKOLJKW-DVVLVWHG�VKRRWLQJ�WHFKQLTXHV�
FRXOG�EH�XVHIXO�to pursue once�WKH�
EDVLFs are mastered��(DUO\�LQ�\RXU�
WUDLQLQJ��KRZHYHU��,�ZRXOG strongly�
recommend staying focused on�WKHVH�
ILYH�FRUH�VNLOOV�ILUVW��,�WKLQN�WKH�EHVW�
DSSURDFK�LV�WR�PRGHO�RXU�WUDLQLQJ�WR�
PDWFK�ZKDW�ZH�VHH�RFFXUULQJ�RYHU�DQG�
RYHU�DJDLQ�LQ�WKH�ILHOG��UDWKHU�WKDQ�
KRSLQJ�ZKDW�KDSSHQV�LQ�WKH�UHDO ZRUOG�
PLUURUV�ZKDW�ZH�OLNH�WR�GR RQ�WKH�
UDQJH��g 

Do you know who said the quote below?  
Be the first to post the answer on Tom’s newsletter thread 

on the Rangemaster Facebook page, and this month’s 
crown of awesomeness will be all yours! 

“To disarm the people 
is the best and  

most effectual way  
to enslave them.” 

A. George Mason
B. John Browning
C. Thomas Jefferson
D. Martin Luther King

��5DQJHPDVWHU�)LUHDUPV�7UDLQLQJ�6HUYLFHV��//&� 
�����-DPHV�/��5HGPDQ�3DUNZD\���������3ODQW�&LW\��)/�������������������������ZZZ�UDQJHPDVWHU�FRP 

QHFHVVDU\�DW�WKDW�SRLQW��,Q�RXU�
WUDLQLQJ��ZH�KHDYLO\�VWUHVV�ILULQJ�ZLWK�
WZR�KDQGV�DW�H\H�OHYHO��:H�RQO\�
VKRRW�ZLWK�RQH�KDQG�LI�ZH�RQO\�KDYH�
RQH�KDQG�DYDLODEOH��$V�D�UHVXOW��WKH�
YDVW�PDMRULW\�RI�RXU�VWXGHQWV¶�
VKRRWLQJV�KDYH�LQYROYHG�WZR-KDQGHG��
H\H-OHYHO�VKRRWLQJ��DQG�DV�D�UHVXOW�WKH�
KLW�UDWLR�LV�UXQQLQJ�DURXQG������ 

1R�VWXGHQW�KDV�XVHG�QRU�IHOW�WKH�QHHG�
IRU�D�IODVKOLJKW�LQ�DQ\�RI�RXU�
VKRRWLQJV��7KLV�LV�DQRWKHU�WRSLF�RQ�
ZKLFK�WKHUH�LV�PXFK�
PLVXQGHUVWDQGLQJ�DPRQJ�WKH�
VKRRWLQJ�SRSXODWLRQ�� 

7KHUH�LV�DQ�RIWHQ-TXRWHG�VWDWLVWLF�WKDW�
VD\V�����RI�SLVWRO�ILJKWV�RFFXU�LQ�WKH�
GDUN��7KLV�LV�QRQVHQVH��$�PRUH�
DFFXUDWH�VWDWHPHQW�ZRXOG�EH�WKDW�
����RI�SLVWRO�ILJKWV�RFFXU�GXULQJ�WKH�
KRXUV�RI�GDUNQHVV��)RU�VWDWLVWLFDO�
SXUSRVHV��WKH�KRXUV�RI�GDUNQHVV�DUH�
IURP���30�XQWLO���$0��2EYLRXVO\�LQ�
PXFK�RI�WKH�FRXQWU\�LW�LV�QRW�GDUN�
GXULQJ�WKDW�HQWLUH�SHULRG��0RUHRYHU��
FULPLQDO�HQFRXQWHUV�GR�QRW�RFFXU�LQ�D�
YDFXXP��7KHUH�LV�QR�PRUH�UHDVRQ�IRU�
D�EDG�JX\�WR�EH�LQ�WKH�GDUN�WKDQ�WKHUH�
LV�IRU�\RX�WR�EH�LQ�WKH�GDUN��-XVW�
EHFDXVH�LW
V���$0�RQ�WKH�6WRS�µQ¶ 5RE�
SDUNLQJ�ORW�GRHV�QRW�PHDQ�LW
V�GDUN��,Q�
IDFW,�ZLWK�PRGHUQ�FRPPHUFLDO�
OLJKWLQJ�,�KDYH�DFWXDOO\�VHHQ�P\�VLJKWV�
PRUH�FOHDUO\�ODWH�DW�QLJKW�RQ�RQH�RI�
WKHVH�SDUNLQJ�ORWV�WKDQ�LQ�WKH�
DIWHUQRRQ�RQ�DQ�RYHUFDVW�GD\��/DZ�
HQIRUFHPHQW�RIILFHUV�RIWHQ�KDYH�WR�JR�
LQWR�YHU\�GDUN�SODFHV�WR�VHDUFK�RXW�
KLGLQJ�VXVSHFWV��That is completely 

7KH�'UDZ
)DVW��HIILFLHQW��UHOLDEOH�
SUHVHQWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�KDQGJXQ�
IURP�FRQFHDOPHQW

&ORVH-5DQJH�
$FFXUDF\
7KH�DELOLW\�WR�DFFXUDWHO\�SODFH�
VHYHUDO�TXLFN�VKRWV�LQWR�DQ�
DQDWRPLFDOO\�LPSRUWDQW�DUHD�RI�
WKH�WDUJHW�DW�D�GLVWDQFH�RI�
WKUHH�WR�ILYH�\DUGV

0LG-5DQJH�
$FFXUDF\
7KH�DELOLW\�WR�SODFH�DQ�
DQDWRPLFDOO\�LPSRUWDQW�KLW�LQ�D�
UHDVRQDEOH�DPRXQW�RI�WLPH�
EH\RQG�VHYHQ�\DUGV�RXW�WR�DW�
OHDVW����\DUGV

5HORDGLQJ
7KH�DELOLW\�WR�UHORDG�WKH�
KDQGJXQ�TXLFNO\�DQG�
HIILFLHQWO\��HVSHFLDOO\�LI�LW�KROGV�
OHVV�WKDQ����URXQGV

0RYHPHQW
7KH�DELOLW\�WR�UDSLGO\�PRYH�RII��
WKH�OLQH�RI�IRUFH��VLGH-VWHS��
ZLWKRXW�KLQGHULQJ�WKH�
SUHVHQWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�SLVWRO�IURP�
FRQFHDOPHQW�
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