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A 
s a general purpose military long gun, the shotgun is 
not as suitable as a carbine for reasons that include 

limited range and ammo capacity. Bulk and weight of the 
ammunition is also a consideration in the mil context, but 
not in the home defense or business hold-up context. 

We need to define the 
context the shotgun 
will actually be used 
in for civilian self 
defense.  The 200-
meter shot is not a real 
consideration in the 
home defense or business 
hold-up arena. Rather, 
what we need is the ability 
to rapidly put down 
assailants at close range, in a hurry. Multiple armed home 
invaders, for instance, or a trio of armed robbers in your 
business might require a lot of power applied quickly. 
Nothing beats the shotgun for this. 

I have been investigating shootings for decades. I VERY 
rarely find a shotgun shooting that requires more than one 
solid hit to terminate the festivities. Rarely, I see a case that 
requires two hits with a shotgun, but only because the first 
hit was peripheral. As noted trainer, Paul Howe says, ñYou 
canôt sew up hamburger.ò 

At CQB distances, the standard response with a carbine is 
five to seven rounds to ensure putting the target down 

quickly. There are only four 7-round servings in a 28-round 
carbine magazine. My shotgun holds six rounds, and each 
round is a serving. I have also never found a home defense 
incident or business hold-up that required reloading a 
shotgun. Never. So that argument is moot. With my six 
rounds plus five more on the gun, I am perfectly comfortable. 

The shotgun is also 
not that hard to learn, 
with PROPER training. 
Rangemaster offers a 
one-day shotgun class 
that has people 

running them quite well 
after eight hours. You just 
have to concentrate on 
whatôs important and not 

the irrelevant stuff. Our next shotgun class is April 3, 2016, 
near Dallas, Texas. 

Thereôs one other important consideration. In much of the 
country shooting someone five to seven times with an evil 
assault rifle may complicate your post-incident life 
needlessly. Youôll have enough headaches without 
deliberately adding to them.  

Shotguns are useless at 200 meters, they donôt penetrate hard 
cover well, and 300 rounds would be a P.I.T.A. to carry. Who 
cares? None of that matters in the self defense context. For 
quickly stopping un-armored assailants at close range, nothing 
beats a load of buckshot delivered accurately.  g 
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A 
mong those who train in the defensive use 
of the handgun several debates have raged 
on for years. These include the ñ9mm 

vs .45ò arguments, the ñrevolver vs autopistolò 
debate, and the ñpoint shooting vs sighted fireò 
disagreement. In debates on any subject, one side 
often resorts to what is known as an ñappeal to authorityò, especially if they 
donôt have any factual basis for their argument. An ñappeal to authorityò 
typically goes like this, ñMy side is right, because [insert name here] said so, or 
thatôs the way he did it.ò One of the most commonly used appeals to authority 
among point shooting proponents is that ñWilliam Fairbairn used point shooting and taught it to 
his men in Shanghai in the 1920s and 1930s, and during WWII he taught it to American OSS 
operatives.ò  All that is true. However, one needs to know a bit more about the back story to 
understand why Fairbairn used this method and why his reasons are no longer valid. Perhaps a bit 
of history will help put matters into the proper perspective, so here goes...  

Shanghai is a port city on the 
eastern coast of China. At the 
turn of the 20th century, 
European powers forced the 
government of China to give 
them control over certain 
ports, including Shanghai, where the 
Europeans built modern enclaves for 
their personnel, who oversaw vast 
trade empires with the Chinese. In 
addition to legitimate trade, these ports 
became centers for the opium trade and 
human trafficking. In 1936, Shanghai 
was one of the largest cities in the 
world, with a total population in excess 
of 3 million. Of those, only about 
35,000 were European, but they 
controlled the city and lived in a 
modern settlement with a race track, 
schools, and all the cultural amenities 
they desired. To keep order and protect 
the Europeans (mostly British, French, 
and German), the Shanghai Municipal 
Police were organized and run by the 
British. During the period of the 1920s 
and 1930s, there was a great deal of 
criminal violence, fueled by opium 
gangs and other smugglers, gangs that 

Eric Sykes, Fairbairn devised 
a hand-to-hand system known 
as ñDefendu,ò as well as a 
firearms training program for 
all SMP personnel. As World 
War II loomed in the 

immediate future, both Fairbairn and 
Sykes left Shanghai and returned to 
England. For the duration of the war, 
Sykes remained in England, teaching 
British Commandoes and members of 
the Special Operations Executive 
(SOE), the British equivalent of our 
OSS. Fairbairn was sent here to train 
US and Canadian 
Commando forces and 
operatives from the 
Office of 
Strategic 

specialized in prostitution and 
gambling, communist party organizers, 
and regular criminal thugs. These 
groups were in constant combat with 
the members of the Shanghai 
Municipal Police (SMP). 

William E. Fairbairn joined the Royal 
Marines Light Infantry in 1901. A few 
years later he joined the Shanghai 
Municipal Police, where he eventually 
rose to the rank of Assistant 
Commissioner. For many years during 
the ó20s and ó30s, he was in charge of 
all firearms training for the SMP and 
also routinely went on dangerous raids 
and other operations. This resulted 
in his personal involvement 
in literally scores of 
gunfights during 
his career. Working 
with his associate, 
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Adapted from 
 �3�R�L�Q�W���6�K�R�R�W�L�Q�J���Y�V�����6�L�J�K�W�H�G��

�)�L�U�H�����$���+�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O���3�H�U�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H, 
by Tom Givens. Originally 

published in SWAT Magazine. 
Reprinted with permission. 
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