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MONTHLY NEWSLETTER 

My good friend Craig Douglas (aka 
Southnarc) loaned me his personal 
Walther PPS compact pistol a few weeks 
ago to review. This is a very flat, thin, 
compact 9mm handgun designed 
specifically for the concealed carry 
market. 

I have received a lot of inquiries about 
this gun over the past few years, so I 
thought I would give it a thorough 
examination, do some shooting with one, 
and develop an informed opinion. Lynn 
and I have handled and fired this gun 
extensively over the past month and we 
have been very impressed with it as a low
-profile carry piece. 

Here are the factory specifications: 

§ 3.2 inch barrel 

§ 6.3 inch overall length 

§ 4.9 inch height with the seven round 
magazine in place 

§ 0.9 inch width or thickness 

§ 20.8 ounces with empty magazine 

This gun was introduced 
in 2007 specifically for the 
American concealed carry market and 
has been around long enough now to 
establish a good track record. I've seen a 
number of them in our classes and they 
have all worked well and shot well. In 
appearance it is very reminiscent of a 
Glock handgun, and it has a glass fiber 
reinforced polymer frame and a steel 
slide. Trigger is very Glock-like 
including the trigger tab "safety" and 
slide latch. The main difference is the 
paddle type magazine release, rather than 
the traditional pushbutton magazine 
release. 

The pistol has three different magazines 
available for it, in six-round, seven-
round, and eight-round configuration. 
The six round magazine sits flush with 
the base of the grip frame, and frankly I 
do not like it. There is simply no place 
for the gun hand little finger, which 
compromises control in rapid firing. On 
the other hand, if you plan to carry in a 
pocket holster this magazine makes the 

butt compact enough 
to slide in and out of 
a pocket easily. The 
eight-round magazine 
adds too much bulk to 
the gun, in my 
opinion. The main 
attraction of this little gun 
is its small size and thin 
profile. The eight round magazine just 
adds too much bulk for me. This leaves 
the seven-round magazine which seems 
to be a perfect compromise. With the 
seven round magazine in place the pistol 
fits my hand perfectly without any extra 
bulk. 

The PPS in 9 mm is surprisingly 
controllable for such a small handgun. 
Recoil is not bad and these little guns 
tend to be quite accurate. For comparison 
sake I have included photos of the PPS 
next to a Smith & Wesson Shield 9mm 
and a Smith & Wesson Model 37 
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Airweight .38 Special snubby. Notice 
that the PPS and the Shield are almost 
identical in size. My personal preference 
would be for the PPS. Notice the PPS is 
also not appreciably larger than the 
five shot .38, but would be a far more 
efficient fighting tool.  With eight 
rounds instead of five, better sights 
and a much better trigger, the PPS 
is far easier to shoot well than the 
snubby. 

We did some range work with Craig's 
PPS using a FIST Kydex IWB holster 
and a Raven Concealment Kydex belt 
holster. The PPS is so thin that it is 
ideally suited for IWB carry. Fully 
loaded, it would be heavier than I would 
care to wear on an ankle, but in a thin 
IWB holster it would be really easy to 
wear this gun well concealed under very 
light clothing . The PPS sells for 
between $500 and $600 retail. 
Recommended. 

Lynn and I will be teaching 
literally all over the US in 2015. 

Our open enrollment courses for 
January -April are listed below. 
Please e-mail us with questions 

about any of these courses.  

Establishing a Dominance 
Paradigm  
January 9-11  
Shawnee, OK 
Tom Givens, William Aprill, 
and Southnarc (indoors) 
 
Tactical Conference  
February 20-22  
Memphis Police Academy 
Memphis, TN  
(over 30 instructors) 
 
RTFS Instructor Course  
February 27 - March 1  
Robertsdale, AL 
(Pensacola, FL area) 
 
RFTS Instructor Course  
March 6-8  
Nexus Shooting Center 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL  

RFTS Advanced Instructor 
Course 
March 14-15  
Nexus Shooting Center 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL  
 
Dynamic Marksmanship  
March 28-29  
Florence, SC  
 
Intensive Pistol / 
Defensive Shotgun  
April 11-12  
NOLATAC 
New Orleans, LA  
 
Combative Pistol 1  
April 25-26  
KR Training 
Bryan, TX 
(Austin area) 

For more details or to register for any of these 
courses, please visit the RFTS Eventbrite page 
at http://www.eventbrite.com/o/tom-givens-
6762296023, or click the Eventbrite logo below. 


